
 

 

 

 

As ecosystem markets emerge around the world, demand is 
growing for standards, methods and tools to ensure these  
markets achieve their environmental goals in a way that is  
credible and transparent. Current markets have grown from  
existing institutions that split the environment into its  
constituent parts (e.g. water, land and air), rather than  
dealing with it as an integrated whole. The Willamette  
Partnership developed a tool chest of methods that will  
allow land managers to assess the environmental benefits  
and impacts of proposed and completed actions on the land. 
This Ecosystem Credit Accounting System includes several  
areas of activity: 
 
Counting on the Environment 
The Counting on the Environment process facilitates stake- 
holders coming together to develop new credit currencies,  
credit issuance protocols and the necessary approvals for  
implementation of market-based systems. 
 
Training and Verifier Accreditation 
The Partnership provides training in its approved currencies 
and credit protocols. It also accredits a pool of verifiers for  
these currencies. 
 
Market Operations 
Developing software solutions, administering markets and  
guiding pilot projects are all part of the Partnership's effort  
to operate the most effective and transparent multi-credit  
ecosystem markets possible. 
 
This includes using the Markit Environmental Registry to  
register and track credits over time, hosting a credit  
calculation platform and managing workflow as credits  
move through the issuance process. 
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The Partnership provides training on all of its approved metrics and on using the credit issuance process.  
These trainings usually run over two-days and include office and field components. The Partnership is also 
launching a program to accredit a pool of verifiers who are qualified to review credit calculations. Accreditation 
requires some training on the verification protocol, proficient understanding of Ecosystem Credit Accounting  
System metrics and protocols and a commitment to the standards and principles outlined in the Verification  
Protocol. The Partnership will also be working with partners to provide training on the underlying science  
behind its approved currencies. 

The Ecosystem Credit Accounting System has been approved for a two-year pilot test in Oregon's Willamette 
Basin, but is composed of elements that are applicable to other watersheds. The first version of this system  
in the Willamette Basin includes four currencies. These currencies, along with a general crediting protocol,  
are the result of the Willamette Partnership working with a coalition of public, non-profit and private stake- 
holders with a keen interest in restoring environmental health. These currencies include: 

Water Quality 
The Water Quality  Protocol covers thermal load reductions 
from riparian re-vegetation. The temperature crediting is  
built from the Dept. of Environmental Quality's   
Shade-a-Lator . Nutrient credits are on the way.  

The Upland Prairie Crediting Protocol captures the habitat  
functions provided by upland prairies.  The crediting  
protocol prioritizes prairie protection, but can be applied to  
restoration and enhancement. 

Upland Prairie 

Wetlands Salmonid Habitat 
The Wetland Crediting Protocol uses the  
Oregon Rapid Wetland Assessment Protocol (ORWAP) as  
its base for credit and debit calculations.  The credit can be 
applied to wetland enhancement, restoration and creation. 

The Salmonid Habitat Crediting Protocol can be applied to  
riparian re-vegetation, large wood placement, culvert  
removal and riparian fencing on the crediting side and site  
level actions that alter vegetation, hydrology, contaminant 
levels, or other natural systems on the debiting side. 
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Market Operations 

 
The Willamette Partnership will be  
administering portions of ecosystem  
market operations in the Willamette Basin.  
 
This includes: 
 
Developing a Credit Calculation Platform in 
partnership with the Chesapeake Bay  
Bank. The Platform will be a web-based  
system that allows landowners to map  
their property, enter field assessment data, 
generate credit estimates and upload  
documents necessary to register and issue 
credits. 
 
Guiding pilot projects to test the  
Accounting System, which includes help  
getting through credit calculation,  
verification and registration. 
 
Coordinating credit issuance workflows  
from determining project eligibility up to  
the point credits are certified by agencies  
and ready to send to the Markit  
Environmental Registry.  
(www.markitenvironmental.com) 

The Partnership is a 501(c)(3) 
coalition of  municipal, 

environmental, business and 
agricultural leaders dedicated to 
expanding the pace, scope, and 

effectiveness of  restoration 

 


