
 

 

 

 

Ecosystem Credit Accounting System 

A program of the Willamette Partnership 

As ecosystem markets emerge around the world, demand is 
growing for standards, methods and tools to ensure these  
markets achieve their environmental goals in a way that is  
credible and transparent. Current markets have grown from 
existing institutions that split the environment into its  
constituent parts (e.g. water, land and air), rather than  
dealing with it as an integrated whole. The Willamette  
Partnership developed a tool chest of methods that will  
allow land managers to assess the environmental benefits  
and impacts of proposed and completed actions on the land.
This Ecosystem Credit Accounting System includes several 
areas of activity: 
 
Counting on the Environment 
The Counting on the Environment process facilitates stake-
holders coming together to develop new credit currencies,  
credit issuance protocols and the necessary approvals for  
implementation of market-based systems. 
 
Training and Verifier Accreditation 
The Partnership provides training in its approved currencies 
and credit protocols. It also accredits a pool of verifiers for  
these currencies. 
 
Market Operations 
Developing software solutions, administering markets and 
guiding pilot projects are all part of the Partnership's effort 
to operate the most effective and transparent multi-credit  
ecosystem markets possible. 
 
This includes using the Markit Environmental Registry to  
register and track credits over time, hosting a credit  
calculation platform and managing workflow as credits  
move through the issuance process. 

 


