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Ecosystem Markets Gain Momentum in Raleigh

- Bobby Cochran, Executive Director

As June rolls around each year, people slogging through the work of building
markets for ecosystem services around the country gather for the Ecosystem
Markets conference. This year, those folks will be meeting in Raleigh, North
Carolina to talk about how we move these markets from a cool idea to something
that really generates environmental benefits on the ground. Our friends in the
Chesapeake, Mississippi, and South are all close to the point where they have the
guts in place to link buyers of ecosystem services with the foresters and farmers
doing great conservation. Over the next three years in the Willamette, dedicated
partners want to make a hard push to: 1) bring new private dollars to restoration,
2) generate verified conservation outcomes from implemented projects , and
3) continue to build new incentives for conservation across Northwest landscapes.

At the Raleigh conference, the Willamette Partnership will have a lot of air time
to talk about all of the good things going on here in the Willamette and some
needed next steps to really make markets work. I’ll be hosting a Markets 101
session and giving an overview on the state of markets and what’s needed to move
from the current state to a place where markets become a central pillar of the
green economy. Mac Martin and The Freshwater Trust’s, David Primozich, will be
walking people through Willamette case studies of how projects move from an
idea into a sold credit. Devin Judge-Lord will be talking about the Partnership’s
functional assessment methods, and Mac Martin will be back on stage to talk about
the Ecosystem Service Crediting Platform software we are building with the
Chesapeake Bay Bank.

In other news, we’re coming out the other side of a pretty smooth transition as
David joins The Freshwater Trust and the Willamette Partnership moves into its
next phase. We’re working hard on a strategy for the next three years that takes the
beginnings of what we’ve done these last years and turn it into something where
we see significant investment on high quality restoration and conservation of
streams, prairies, and the other places that make the Willamette and other parts of
the Northwest so special.

In sum, there’s a lot of momentum continuing to build, and you’ll see more
examples of that in this month’s newsletter. By the time you hear from us next, we
hope to have the Willamette’s first credit verifiers up and running, credits sold
from the Half Mile pilot site, and results of some field testing on the salmon and
prairie calculators. Until then,
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Lupine, Baskett Slough

For Sale: Ecosystem Service Credits

The Oregon Department of State
Lands (DSL) currently holds an
account on the Markit
Environmental Registry. Under this
account, DSL registered a single
restoration project named Half Mile
Lane. From this project, DSL
recently issued three different types
of credits using protocols
established by the Willamette
Partnership. They include wetlands
(in functionally-weighted acres),
salmonid habitat (in functionally-
weighted linear feet) and
temperature for water quality (in
kilocalories per day). Should a

> private company or public

organization have a suitable
mitigation obligation, they could
apply to have it offset through the
purchase of these issued credits.
Making these credits available

- proves the viability of the

Willamette Partnership’s Ecosystem
Credit Accounting System. It also
demonstrates that the Markit
Registry has the ability to deliver
trustworthy credits with full
transparency. This sets the stage for
generating more credits and credit
types from more geographic areas—
thereby improving and expanding
the ability of the system to improve
the way we invest in the
environment.

- Mac Martin, Water Resource Analyst

The Registry provides services
critical to the success of the
Willamette Partnership’s mission. It
is a functioning registry, when used
in conjunction with the protocols
and practices that compose the
Partnership’s accounting system,
which has allowed this first issuance
of credits to be made available for
sale. If credits for ecosystem
services came in one independent
type, were regulated by a single
public agency and confined to a
single jurisdiction, the case for
having a registry would be greatly
diminished. However, with multiple
types of interdependent-credits,
regulated by multiple agencies who
preside over multiple overlapping-
jurisdictions, a registry becomes
essential for coordinating credits
across space, time and institutions.

Opver the next year, more credits
from Half Mile Lane and more
credits from other projects will be
listed on the registry. As the breadth
and scope of markets for ecosystem
services increase, the Willamette
Partnership and its collaborators are
well prepared to develop, issue and
track the credits they produce. You
can view these credits on the registry
at www.markitenvironmental.com

Sharing Market Policy, Muddy Boots

In April, the partnership launched
a new way to exchange conservation
policy ideas. Even before our
Northwest extension project took off
last year, it was tough to keep up
with requests to share the
Willamette’s experience with

- Devin Judgel.ord

ecosystem markets. We have been
traveling alot with our slides in hand.
Now, we are replacing slides with the
real thing—bringing our colleagues
here to the Willamette to tour

(Continued on page 3)
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restoration sites while we discuss the
solutions we’ve found and how to
adapt them to other watersheds.

The first delegation included the
Environmental Minister of Cambodia
and ranking environmental officials
from Laos on a US Forest Service
national tour. These ecologists were
excited to calculate quality mitigation
for fish habitat on tributaries in the
Mekong. Next, we hosted an energetic
group from Washington Department
of Ecology (Ecology) and EPA Region
10. Ecology staff were especially
interested in the Nutrient Trading Tool
currently being adapted to Oregon and
protocols to assure that projects are
“additional” and verified over time.

People are looking to the
Willamette for the tools that allow
creditable and realistic accounting for
ecosystem functions. More agencies

Project Credibility Relies on Trained Verifiers

- Nicole RobinsoAManness, Ecologist

On a sunny afternoon in April, a
group of 14 people in muddy boots are
gathered with clipboards at the edge of
a water body in Jackson Bottom
Wetlands Preserve contemplating the
“extent and distribution of ponded
open water” for a study site. They are
the pilot participants of the Willamette
Partnership’s Training Course, learning
to complete an assessment of the
functional quality of a wetland and
calculate the potential number of
ecosystem service credits that could be
generated from that site under a 20 year
restoration plan.

Working with the authors and
developers of the credit calculators, the
Partnership is training a group of
conservation professionals on the

and nonprofits are seeking integrated
policy solutions to environmental
challenges; others continue to make
more and better metrics to holistically
assess ecosystem quality. As these
groups explore market tools, they are
needing the same types of things, but
moving forward with all the pieces at
once can be a daunting task. We’re
finding that focused discussion in the
field with experienced people like
Clean Water Services’ restoration
ecologists and permit writers is
simultaneously making the concept of
markets less scary and helping drive
some consistency across market
designs and policy.

Carver Park

We hope that local leaders
considering markets will come get
their boots muddy with us down by
the Willamette.

After working closely
together for several
years, Clean Water

Services has signed an
agreement to become
the Willamette
Partnership’s fiscal
agent. Please contact
theory and application of credit us with any questions.
calculation, the credit issuance process
and verification protocols for salmon

habitat, wetland function, water
quality and upland prairie habitat.

Participants include staff from the

Clackamas, East Multnomah, and

Yamhill Soil and Water Conservation
Districts, Metro, Bonneville
Environmental Foundation, and the
North Santiam Watershed Council.
The 7-day training course is
comprised of classroom, on-line and
field instruction spread out over

several months and takes place in a

number of different ecosystem types

throughout the beautiful Willamette
Valley.

(Continued on page 4)

Jackson Bottom Wetlands, training
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As the Partnership works to Part of the training includes
provide training to these accreditation of the first batch of
enthusiastic participants, their credit verifiers ready to work in
involvement is also providing the Willamette and able to
us with valuable feedback integrate credit calculation with
about how we can improve the  the existing farm/conservation
credit calculation tools and planning process. We hope to
facilitate their use in shake hands with the new
conservation and restoration verifiers by the end of Summer
activities. 2010 and welcome new groups

of trainees beginning this fall.

History

The Willamette Partnership formed in 2004 to
capture the momentum created upon
completion of the Willamette Restoration
Strategy. The Strategy articulated a vision for
ecological health and economic vitality in the
Willamette Basin and outlined critical actions
needed to achieve success. Working with
stakeholder leaders who developed the Strategy,
the Partnership formed to accelerate needed
innovation. One of these innovations is the
establishment of an integrated

ecosystem marketplace.

To receive regular updates on the Partnerships progress, subsctibe to our newsletter

by going to www.willamettepartnership.org and signing up for wp-news
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