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CleanWate? Services

Qur commitment is clear.

March 16, 2009

Mr. Dave White

USDA — NRCS, Office of the Chief (Acting)
1400 Independence Avenue, SW Room 5105-A
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Mr. White,

Meeting increasingly stringent requirements of environmental regulations will require innovative
and collaborative efforts among a large number of stakeholders, including land and water
managers. Clean Water Services believes ecosystem service markets have great potential to
reduce the cost and conflict of compliance with regulations, while delivering broader
environmental benefits in the Willamette River Basin and across the Pacific Northwest. We
agree that innovative market-based approaches in the Willamette Basin in particular can fulfill
urgent restoration and conservation needs, as called out in multiple statewide assessments of
Oregon’s natural resources.

Clean Water Services is actively involved in the development of ecosystem service markets. In
fact, the first water quality trading program in Oregon to be incorporated under the Clean Water
Act is based upon a permit received by Clean Water Services. Clean Water Services strongly
supports the Willamette Parinership’s proposal to' train landowners-and the people they work
with to use new tools, designed by the Partnership, by applying them on’si ¢=—¢habling
producers to plan projects, estimate credit potential, and make informed dec1smns about
registering projects for sale in emerging ecosystem services markets.

Clean Water Services also supports this project’s proposed effort to create an 1nventory of
available projects on a credit registry that buyers in the market can evaluate for purchase. ThlS
will allow people who need to buy ecosystem service credits to easily determme what credits are
available and whether or not they are approved for use by regulatory agencies.

Clean Water Service will support the Wlllamette Partnershlp by, providing resources for data,
information, technical assistance, understanding: markct 1mp11cat10ns etc., as well as being an
active partner in stakeholder discussions and the development of. recommendatlons regarding
market-based strategies for the Willamette River Basin. :

Slncerely,

Bill Gaffi
General Manager

2550 SW Hillsboro Highway  Hillsboro, Oregon 97123
Phone: (503) 681-3600 Fax: (503) 681-3603 www.CleanWaterServices.org





