






























































extension and use of a credit calculator and other market infrastructure tools in the Pacific Northwest -
all items which are critical to the successful development of an ecosystem marketplace.

We strongly support the Willamette Partnership’s proposal and are optimistic that the approach it is
advocating will reduce the antagonism and polarization inherent in traditional and narrowly-focused
regulatory approaches.

Thank you for your ime and please do not hesitate to contact me with any additional questions.

Sincerely,

Sara Vickerman
Senior Director, Biodiversity Partnership

National Headquarters
ir30 r7th Srreer, NJW,
Washingron, [D.C. 20036-4604

el 202.682.9400 | fax 202.682.133
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March 16, 2009

Mr. Dave White

USDA — NRCS, Office of the Chiefl (Acting)
1400 Independence Avenue, SW Room 5105-A
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Mr, White,

The Oregon Association of Conservation Districts (OACD) is a member corporation of 45 Oregon
conservation districts and a few water control districts, Districts are governed by five or seven elected
officials, with a total of 291 directors in Oregon. OACD provides leadership, information, and state
representation for the interests of soil and water conservation districts (SWCD’s). In doing so, OACD
speaks for local entities committed to a quality envirenment and a productive economy; cooperates with
public and private partners to develop and implement policies and programs; and helps build capacity to
enhance soil and water conservation, flood prevention, land use planning, economic development,
recreational uses, fish and wildlife habitat, and other benefits.

As public bodies, conservation districts have close working relationships and agreements with federal, state,
tribal, and local agencies, along with a variety of citizen and watershed groups. SWCDs lead local efforts
10 plan and implement conservation measures and watershed improvements. They coordinate processes 1o
involve citizens and stakeholders in the assessment and long-range-planning needed to determine priority
resource concerns. They also provide technical assistance to private citizens and public entities to
implement practices that solve problems, and seek financial resources to assist landowners.

Programs and policies attractive to districts are those that promote broad watershed approaches,
collaboration among private and public entities, and strengthen positive urban and rural relationships; while
protecting the rights of individual landowners and keeping farmers and ranchers economically viable.
Market-based incentive programs are consistent with these values.

We support the Willamette Partnership’s proposal to train landowners, and the people they work with, to
use new tools designed to allow for their easy participation in a marketplace for ecosystem services. We
also support the Partnership’s effort to create an inventory of projects on a credit registry that buyers in the
marketplace can evaluate for purchase, Lastly, while conservation district have a local focus, we recognize
markets need a broader focus to be suecessful, OACD supports the Partnership’s proposal to coordinats
with organizations outside of Oregon to make markets as efficient and effective as possible as they grow in
scale and scope.

Sincerely,
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ohn A. McDonald
President

 Oregon Association of Conservation Districts

3867 Wolverine ST NE, Suite 16 Salem, OR 97305 Phone (503) 566-9157 » Fax (503) 399-5799
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Network of Oregon Watershed Councils

www.oregonwatarsheds.org P.O. Box 40061, Eugene, OR 97404

March 19, 2009

Mr. Dave White

USDA — NRCS, Office of the Chief (Acting)
1400 Independence Avenue, SW Room 5105-A
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Mr. White,

Wae strongly support the Willamette Parthership’s application for the Natural
Resource Conservatlon Service's Conservation Innovations Grant, Momentum
continues to build around the use of market-based tools for conservation. The
Partnership is currently developing the tools needed to quantify snd account for
ecosystem values on farms and forestland. With this project, the Partnership and its
partners are poised to engage and foster landowner participation; approve projects
that are ready to sell ecosystem service credits; and reach out broadly to regional
and national stakeholders--ensuring that similar approaches heing developed across
the country are complimentary.

The Network of Qregon Watershed Councils is dedicated to supporting the work of
local organlzations working throughout the state to implement watershed
restoration activities that serve the ecological, economic, and social needs of their
communities. Composed of a broad cross-section of local stakeholders In every
corner of the state, Oregon watershed councils are an nternationally recognized
model for effective, community-based and collaborative restoration.

As Oregonlans move toward a new generation of environmental and economic
challenges, it is Important that they have new and innovative tools to support these
collaboratlve efforts of farmers, foresters, municipalities, businesses, tribes, and
urban resldents working toward common goals of healthy ecosystems and strong
local economies. The Wlllamette Partnership is bullding and promoting such tools.

We support the Willamette Partnership’s proposal to train landowners and tha
people they work with to use thesa new tools by applying them on site—enabling
producers to plan projects, estimate credit potential, and make informed decisions
about registering projects for sale in emerging ecosystem services markets,

Woe also support this project’s proposed effort to create an inventory of available
projects on a credit registry that buyers in the market can evaluate for purchase,
This will allow people who need ta buy ecosystem service credits to easlly determine
what credits are avallable and whether or not they are approved for use by
regulatory agencies.



Finally, we understand and support the need ta think broadly when considering 2 market
place for ecosystem services. Through coordinating the extension and use of new market
tools and Infrastructure In the Pacific Northwest, the Partnership will promote continuity

and consistency between similar approactes developing elsewhere In the country.
The innovative, market-based approaches developed by the Partnership can help fulfill

urgent rastoration and conservation needs and angage citizens in a way that benefits
Oregon and also provides a model for other states,

Sincerely,

hn Moriarty
Executive Director
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Qur commitment is clear.

March 16, 2009

Mr. Dave White

USDA — NRCS, Office of the Chief (Acting)
1400 Independence Avenue, SW Room 5105-A
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Mr. White,

Meeting increasingly stringent requirements of environmental regulations will require innovative
and collaborative efforts among a large number of stakeholders, including land and water
managers. Clean Water Services believes ecosystem service markets have great potential to
reduce the cost and conflict of compliance with regulations, while delivering broader
environmental benefits in the Willamette River Basin and across the Pacific Northwest. We
agree that innovative market-based approaches in the Willamette Basin in particular can fulfill
urgent restoration and conservation needs, as called out in multiple statewide assessments of
Oregon’s natural resources.

Clean Water Services is actively involved in the development of ecosystem service markets. In
fact, the first water quality trading program in Oregon to be incorporated under the Clean Water
Act is based upon a permit received by Clean Water Services. Clean Water Services strongly
supports the Willamette Parinership’s proposal to' train landowners-and the people they work
with to use new tools, designed by the Partnership, by applying them on’si ¢=—¢habling
producers to plan projects, estimate credit potential, and make informed dec1smns about
registering projects for sale in emerging ecosystem services markets.

Clean Water Services also supports this project’s proposed effort to create an 1nventory of
available projects on a credit registry that buyers in the market can evaluate for purchase. ThlS
will allow people who need to buy ecosystem service credits to easily determme what credits are
available and whether or not they are approved for use by regulatory agencies.

Clean Water Service will support the Wlllamette Partnershlp by, providing resources for data,
information, technical assistance, understanding: markct 1mp11cat10ns etc., as well as being an
active partner in stakeholder discussions and the development of. recommendatlons regarding
market-based strategies for the Willamette River Basin. :

Slncerely,

Bill Gaffi
General Manager

2550 SW Hillsboro Highway  Hillsboro, Oregon 97123
Phone: (503) 681-3600 Fax: (503) 681-3603 www.CleanWaterServices.org





