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Ecosystem Credit Calculator

A product funded by an NRCS Conservation Innovation Grant

Contact: David Primozich, primozich@willamettepartnership.org
COMMENT DRAFT: Willamette Upland Prairie Crediting Protocol
Summary
The Ecosystem Credit Calculator’s Upland Prairie Crediting Protocol uses a new approach developed by Paul Adamus working with a technical group of prairie experts. The prairie protocol captures the habitat functions provided by upland prairies. The credit protocol can be applied to prairie protection, restoration, and enhancement on the crediting side and site-level actions that alter vegetation or other natural systems on the debiting site. The protocol requires users to first define the assessment area, then divide the site into subunits, and then answer questions tied to indicators used to generate scores for a score for habitat function. This score is then weighted based on patch size, connectivity of the site to other prairie patches, and permeability of the site. The output of the protocol is a functional-weighted acre.  
The protocol provides for optional indicators based on more detailed plant lists or plot data. 
Current status and documents included
[image: image2.wmf]The current documentation includes an Excel Workbook with the field datasheet, species lists, and calculator for the site’s contextual value. It also includes the beginnings of the additional steps needed to calculate prairie credits. By April 17, we will release additional documentation that rolls the scores for indicators into an overall score for habitat function and describes how discounting will work based on contextual value and risk.
1. Prairie Credit Calculator (PrairieCreditCalculator4.xls)

2. Prairie Calculation Guidance (Steps for using Prairie method April 01_09.doc)
Action needed

For these documents, we are seeking comments on indicator wording and answer choices and the factors determining the contextual value of the site. After April 17, we will be seeking additional comments on how indicators are rolled into a score for habitat function.
Questions to guide comments

1. Do the algorithms turning indicators into scores for ecological function work?

2. Do the discounting factors capture priorities for the context and risk tied to success?

3. Do the discounting factors present a feasible and economical framework?
Submitting comments

Please submit comments by email to Joni Shaffer at jshaffer@willamettepartnership.org before May 15, 2009. Questions can be directed to Bobby Cochran at cochranb@cleanwaterservices.org or 503-681-4435. Thanks! 
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