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Ecosystem Credit Calculator

A product funded by an NRCS Conservation Innovation Grant

Contact: David Primozich, primozich@willamettepartnership.org
COMMENT DRAFT: Willamette Salmonid Crediting Protocol
Summary 
The Ecosystem Credit Calculator’s Salmonid Crediting Protocol uses a library of methods compiled by Paramtrix, INC as its base for credit and debit calculations. The credit protocol can be applied to riparian revegetation, large wood placement, culvert removal, and riparian fencing on the crediting side and site-level actions that alter vegetation, hydrology, contaminant levels, or other natural systems. The protocol requires users to first define the assessment area, then divide the site into subunits, and then answer questions tied to indicators used to generate scores for seven site-level ecosystem functions. These functions are then weighted based on their connection to priority limiting factors in the watershed. The output of the protocol is a functional-weighted linear foot that reflects the percentage of ideal functionality a stream reach provides for salmonids. 
The Parametrix library of methods was developed through work with the Oregon Department of Transportation, Oregon Trout, internally-directed work, and other partners that worked extensively on the kinds of indicators and functions needed to define salmonid habitat. 
Current status and documents included
The current documentation includes documentation describing each indicator, and explanation of the discounting approach recommended, and a field reference guide. 
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1. Salmon Currency Rules (XXXX.pdf)

2. Salmon Discounting Factors (XXXX.doc)

3. Salmon Field Guide (XXXX.pdf)

Action needed

The indicators and functions have been extensively vetted. We are asking for commenters to focus on the weighting factors applied to functions to account for landscape context and the weighting ratios applied to credit estimates to account for risk. 
Questions to guide comments

1. Do the discounting factors capture priorities for populations and limiting factors?

2. Do the discounting factors present a feasible and economical framework?
Submitting comments

Please submit comments by email to Joni Shaffer at jshaffer@willamettepartnership.org before May 15, 2009. Questions can be directed to Bobby Cochran at cochranb@cleanwaterservices.org or 503-681-4435. Thanks! 
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