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Steps for applying the Upland Prairie assessment methodology

1.  Obtain and review aerial imagery of the known or possible upland prairie site.  

2.  Draw preliminary boundaries of the possible prairie unit as follows:

a) Include areas whose vegetative cover is >50% herbaceous vegetation and is generally not shaded by trees or shrubs.  Woody plants may be included if they comprise less than 1% (or 0.1 acre, whichever is smaller) of the delineated unit.
b) Exclude ditches and channels, as well as areas that are mapped as wetland or hydric soil.  To see those maps, go to www.oregonexplorer.info/wetlands/orwap , navigate to your location, and click on Map Layers.
c) Exclude lands that appear to be actively “managed”  e.g., golf courses, ballfields, lawns, and agricultural lands except those which appear to be hayfields or lightly-used pastures.  
d) For now, the boundaries should not be drawn to reflect property lines.

3.  File a request with the Oregon Natural Heritage Information Center to determine if any rare plant or animal species are known to use the site for which you did the preliminary delineation.  If time allows, contact additional qualified sources (e.g., US Fish & Wildlife Service, local birders, botanists) for survey data.  
4.  Decide whether to do only the Rapid Assessment (Form A) or if you have time and skill to do the Botanical Assessment (Form B) in addition.  Although optional, doing the latter will add certainty to the assessment and will provide finer resolution in discerning differences among sites in the quality of upland prairie they support.  Download the PDF versions of these data forms from www.xxx.xxx.
5.  If possible, wait to visit the site until you’ve received the information described in #3 above.  Then visit the site at least once during the period early May through mid-June.  While there, walk as much of the site as possible and answer questions 1 through 14 of Form A.  If you decided to also do the botanical assessment, fill in the data on Form B and then use that to answer questions 15-18 on Form A.  If possible consult with the property owner or land manager to obtain information needed to answer questions 12-14 on Form A.  Revise the boundaries of the upland prairie unit based on your field observations.
6.  In the office, use aerial imagery to identify and measure

-- the distance (in miles) from this site (if it qualified as upland prairie) to the closest other known or possible upland prairie.  

-- the distance from this site (if it contains a rare species) to the closest other upland prairie known to contain the same species.  Do this for each rare species for which data are available.
-- the area (in acres) of this site and the other prairies just described

7.  Transfer all your data to the corresponding worksheets in the Excel file that should be downloaded from www.xxx.xxx.
8.  Compute conservation credits using the procedure described in the accompanying document [xx not yet complete].
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