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Ecosystem Credit Calculator

A product funded by an NRCS Conservation Innovation Grant

Contact: David Primozich, primozich@willamettepartnership.org
COMMENT DRAFT: Willamette Wetland Crediting Protocol
Summary
The Ecosystem Credit Calculator’s Wetland Crediting Protocol uses Version 2 of the Oregon Rapid Wetland Assessment Protocol (ORWAP) as its base for credit and debit calculations. The credit can be applied to wetland enhancement, restoration, and creation on the crediting side and removal/fill actions that alter wetland vegetation and hydrology on the debiting side. The protocol requires users to first define the wetland assessment area, and then answer questions tied to roughly 150 indicators to get scores for site-level ecosystem functions. ORWAP also produces scores to the landscape-level values, and the ecosystem services that the site produces for surrounding communities.
ORWAP was developed by Paul Adamus under contract with the Oregon Dept. of State Lands and with guidance from a Technical Advisory Committee convened by State Lands. It has undergone extensive vetting, repeatability, and sensitivity analysis. It is scheduled for adoption by State Lands and the Army Corps in late April 2009. This protocol takes the ecosystem service scores produced by ORWAP, combines them with area, to produce an estimate of marketable credits or debits.

Current status and documents included
The current documentation includes an Excel sheet with the ORWAP data sheets, algorithms, and outputs. It also includes a field manual to guide users of the methodology. By April 17, this protocol will also include several options for combing ORWAP scores with area to produce credits. 
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1. ORWAP Calculator (ORWAP_calculator_April01_09.xls)

2. ORWAP Manual (ORWAP_Manual near-final draft_March 30.doc)

Action needed

None before April 17. After April 17, we will be looking for comments on the discounting factors and approach for combing ORWAP scores with area to create credits.
Questions to guide comments

1. There are several options for turning ORWAP scores into measures of credit. Which of these options make the most sense to you? What are the pros and cons of each?

2. Do the discounting factors presented maximize potential ecological gains?

3. Do the discounting factors present a feasible and economical framework?

Submitting comments

Please submit comments by email to Joni Shaffer at jshaffer@willamettepartnership.org before May 15, 2009. Questions can be directed to Bobby Cochran at cochranb@cleanwaterservices.org or 503-681-4435. Thanks! 
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