
 

 
 
The Willamette Valley Oak Accord is a voluntary commitment to protect and restore oak 
woodlands and savanna.  It inspired by local landowners’ vision that management of vineyards 
and forestland takes place in harmony with healthy, sustainable oak habitat.  This commitment 
will be critical in helping us achieve a net benefit of oak habitat across the Willamette Valley.  
 
The key outcome of the Willamette Valley Oak Accord is to improve or increase the amount of 
high quality oak habitat in the region. To achieve that goal will require individual landowners 
working either on their property to restore existing oak habitat, or contributing to oak restoration 
work on another property.   
 
The Agreement Document: Each person interested in participating in this initiative will be 
provided with an Agreement Document that lays out the terms of the Accord.  The terms and 
commitments include: 

1. Undertaking an assessment of the current (baseline) level of oak habitat quality and 
quantity on your property; 

2. Avoiding and minimizing impacts to oak habitat where development is to occur;  

3. Mitigating for impacts that cannot be avoided; and 

4. Undertaking periodic (every 5 years) assessments of oak habitat quality and quantity on 
your property. 

One of the benefits of participating in the Accord will be access to resources and support that 
will make meeting the above terms fairly straightforward and reasonable.  
 
Once you have reviewed the Agreement language and have agreed to sign the document, you 
will formally be a participant of the Willamette Valley Oak Accord.  We have had the Agreement 
language reviewed by a legal team to ensure that signing the Agreement will in no way 
encumber your property.  This is a voluntary commitment and you may withdraw your 
commitment at anytime without penalty. 
 
The signed document will be held by Willamette Partnership who is serving as the coordinator, 
or ‘Secretariat’, for the program.  The next steps in the process are described below. 
 

Meeting the Terms of the Oak Accord 
Step 1: Run a Baseline Assessment 
Willamette Partnership will contact you to coordinate a baseline assessment of 
existing oak woodland and savanna habitat on your property. The baseline 
assessment will be conducted by a qualified biologist. We will set up a date and 
time for that person to visit and to collect data on the oak stands on your 
property.  We will ask for any helpful maps, aerial photos or information that will 
help the assessor do some advance preparation or planning for their site visit. 
 

Join the Effort to Restore our Oaks! 
 



On the day of the visit, the assessor will visit all oak stands on your property to collect data. Data 
collection is observation based; no destructive sampling is needed to complete an assessment. 
 
Step 2: Results 
You will be provided with the results of your assessment and with a set of recommendations 
about options for restoring or improving the quality of oak habitat on your property. The 
numerical results (baseline assessment score of functional oak habitat) will also be provided to 

Willamette Partnership and recorded in a database that will be used to track 
improvements or changes to the quality (and quantity) of oak over time on your 
property and across the Willamette Valley.  The goal of this program is to help us 
improve the amount and quality of oak across the region from what it is today. So 
tracking this information will be essential to documenting our progress and success. 
 

Depending on the size of your property, the cost of a baseline assessment will be about $400. 
 
Step 3: Conservation Planning 
Assessments will be re-run every five years and we expect/hope to see an increase in the quality 
and quantity of oak habitat as a result of the actions undertaken as part of the Oak Accord.   
 
Onsite improvements may be guided by the general recommendations provided with 
your baseline assessment, using guidelines for best management practices for oak 
restoration.  Some may wish to take restoration planning a step further and develop a 
detailed management plan that identifies specific goals and objectives for your oak 
habitat and develops specific strategies to achieve those goals.  In either case, 
Willamette Partnership will work with you to identify the technical and financial 
resources available to support your work. 
 
4) Identifying Options for Mitigation 
If you have no, or limited, opportunities for onsite improvements, or, if you need to impact your 
existing oak habitat, then you will need to mitigate or compensate for those impacts.  Willamette 
Partnership will coordinate a way for you to do that – most likely by identifying oak restoration 
projects in the Willamette Valley that you can support. 
 
5) Receiving Gold or Platinum Level Recognition 

It is hoped that having some formal recognition of commitment to oak stewardship will 
help increase awareness and understanding of the urgent need for this kind of work in 
the Willamette Valley.  Once you have completed an assessment and developed a plan 
of action, you will receive either a certificate or plaque recognizing your contributions 
and leadership to oak restoration in the Willamette Valley. 

 
 
A Note About Privacy of Your Information: No data or information about the specifics of 
your property will be posted online or shared by Willamette Partnership with the following 
exceptions: 

1) The name of your business or property will be listed online and in print materials as a 
member of the Oak Accord, unless you state otherwise. 

2) The results from your baseline assessment will be recorded in a non-public database that 
will be used to track improvements or changes to the quality over time both on your 
property and across the region. If this data is shared outside of the members of the Accord 
(e.g. with funding agencies or with researchers), it will be coded so that the data will not 
include any ownership information.  



 

For more information, contact: 

Nicole Maness: 202-384-8992 or maness@willamettepartnership.org 


