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Today’s Objectives
● Review which public agencies are responsible for water in Oregon

● Discuss how Oregon water justice priorities fit into this government structure





Oregon Water Futures Project
A collaboration between water and environmental 

justice interests to elevate the priorities of Indigenous 

peoples and communities of color across the state to 

shape the future of Oregon’s water resources. 



Oregon Water Futures Project
Illuminating what Water Justice means to Oregonians on the 

frontlines of our water challenges through community 

conversations and partnerships. 

Project goals:

● Start a conversation about water and environmental 

justice issues at the community level

● Increase grassroots capacity to advocate for clean water 

and community priorities

● Connect local leaders to state-level processes 



2020 Community Gatherings

Percentage of People of Color by County (Hispanic + non-white)

Source: John Horvick, DHM Research, Political Director on Twitter
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How Oregon Manages Your Water
Oregon’s water resources are managed by 14 different state 

agencies, in partnership with federal agencies, tribal governments, 

local jurisdictions and utilities, private landowners, and NGOs



Your Drinking Water
● Oregon Health Authority enforces drinking 

water quality standards for public water systems; 

manages Domestic Well Safety Program

● DEQ partners with OHA to protect drinking 

water sources from contamination

● County public health departments help regulate 

and provide technical support to public water 

systems; promote domestic well safety

● Business Oregon administers loan funds for 

drinking water infrastructure improvements and 

source water protection



Your Drinking Water, continued
● Oregon OSHA requires safe water to be 

provided in all workplaces and labor 

housing

● Mobile home park owners are responsible 

for providing safe drinking water to 

homes

● Private domestic wells are the only 

drinking water source in the U.S. that are 

not regulated
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Reducing Water Pollution Upstream
● DEQ oversees water quality standards 

(TMDLs), monitors groundwater 

quality, and issues/ enforces “point 

source” permits

● Industry, wastewater and stormwater 

utilities have permits to release/apply a 

prescribed amount

● Oregon Department of Agriculture 

manages Ag Water Quality and 

Pesticide Stewardship Partnerships

● Oregon Department of Forestry 

oversees forest practices to meet water quality standards



Protecting People’s Health in Our Waterways
● Oregon Health Authority issues 

recreational use health advisories for 

Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs) and 

Beach Water Quality (fecal bacteria); 

manages Fish Consumption Advisories

● Oregon Department of Agriculture 

manages a Shellfish Safety Hotline and 

works with ODFW to monitor HABs 

and biotoxins in shellfish

● City of Portland maintains the 

Willamette River Recreation Index 



Restoring Healthy Watersheds
● One approach to improving “impaired 

waters” is through river restoration 

and land conservation

● Oregon Watershed Enhancement 

Board provides grants to help 

Oregonians take care of local streams, 

rivers, wetlands and natural areas. 

● Watershed councils, land trusts, 

SWCDs and NRCS are the workhorses 

of conservation and restoration efforts
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Water Use and Availability
● Oregon Water Resources Department 

manages 88k water rights, data on surface 

and groundwater availability, well permits, 

dam safety, streamflows and drought impact

● Place-Based Integrated Water Resource 

Planning is the state’s approach to 

locally-driven water decision-making

● ODFW obtains in-stream water rights to 

conserve, maintain and enhance aquatic life; 

provides comments to WRD re: water use

● Fewer than 20% of water right holders 

measure and report usage
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Questions / Discussion
Stacey Dalgaard

Oregon Environmental 

Council

staceyd@oeconline.org

Alaí Reyes-Santos

University of Oregon

alai@uoregon.edu

Taren Evans

Coalition of 

Communities of Color

taren@coalitioncommuni

tiescolor.org

Kristiana Tiege Witherill

Willamette Partnership

witherill@willamettepart

nership.org


