
IN GRATITUDE
An appreciation of the people and places 

that make our work matter.

Sara O’Brien
Executive Director

Teresa Jacobs
Board President

Michael Jordan
Past Board President

Here Together. 

Connecting and Contributing in 2020

We asked our staff to share some of the 
partnerships that have kept them going this year. 

Here are just a few of their answers...

For the Willamette Partnership team, our work has been a 
refuge this year. It’s a reason to get up, get dressed, put on 
a brave face, and rekindle what’s left of our social selves. 

But more than that, our work provides a chance for each of 
us to connect with and contribute to the people and 
places we love. Building our connections with old and new 
partners has been a focal point of our year – supporting 
one another, building relationships, creating space to talk 
and imagine a better future. 

As 2020 draws to a close, we’d like to share with you some 
of the people and places that have kept us going this year, 
the partnerships we admire and take pride in supporting. 

To everyone that we work with, a warm hug until we see 
you again,

Your friends at Willamette Partnership

At Willamette Partnership, we envision a world in which people work 
together to build resilient ecosystems, healthy communities, and 
vibrant economies.

As a conservation organization, we approach this vision through a 
primary focus on nature. We believe that when nature thrives, so do 
people. But we also believe each of these three parts – resilient 
ecosystems, healthy communities, and vibrant economies – both 
supports and depends on the others. We know many of our partners 
share a common vision but see it through a different lens, and we 
value that diversity of perspective.

The core of Willamette Partnership’s work is helping people make 
better decisions about how to manage natural resources.

Thank You.
This year has been a dif�cult one. Through it we have stood by each 
other, strengthened our relationships, found new ways to contribute, 

and worked together to recover stronger.

We want to sincerely thank all of you for being a partner and friend to 
Willamette Partnership and the communities we serve. 

Supporters.

Board of Directors.
Teresa Jacobs | President

Michael Karnosh | Vice President

Dan Vizzini | Secretary

Marc Hiller | Treasurer

Michael Jordan | Past President

Sam Baraso | Member

Mark Buckley | Member

John Dunbar | Member

Mike Freese| Member

Jim Lanzarotta | Member

Diane Taniguchi-Dennis | Member

We thank Shanna Brownstein for her time and dedication as she rotates off of 
the board this year. We also thank Michael Jordan for his service as President 
this past year and welcome Teresa Jacobs, Michael Karnosh, Dan Vizzini, and 

Marc Hiller as they step into new roles on the board. 

Staff.
Sara O’Brien | Executive Director

Lynny Brown | Partner, Health & Nature

Bobby Cochran | Partner, Community Resilience & Innovation

Emily Irish | Partner, Communications

Erin Legg | Partner, Finance & Operations

Nicole Maness | Partner, Resilient Habitats

Barton Robison | Partner, Health & Nature

Kristiana Teige Witherill | Partner, Natural Infrastructure

Walle Brown | Summer Fellow, Community Resilience

Yujin Kim | Summer Fellow, Shift Health Accelerator

Clare McClellan | Summer Fellow, Agriculture-Municipal Partnerships

David Mueller | Summer Fellow, Natural Water Infrastructure

Evita Rush | Summer Fellow, Accessible Outdoor Recreation Travel Guide

Ashley Schahfer | Summer Fellow, Accessibility Toolkit for Land Managers

Clark Shimeall | Fellow, Community Resilience

Sadie Siders | Summer Fellow, Shift Health Accelerator20
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Investment Impacts.

We want to recognize and thank everyone who contributed to Willamette Partnership in 
2020. Below is a list of supporters who contributed $500 or more to our organization. 
Thank you!

Blue Shield of California Foundation
Bullitt Foundation
Columbia Bank
ECONorthwest
Friends of Trees
Gary O. and Carol Nunn Gross Fund (OCF)
John D. Miller
John & Ginger McDonald
John R. Cochran
Lora L. and Martin N. Kelley Family Foundation
Lynn D Vogler
M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust
Marc Hiller
Matthew Tinsley

Meyer Memorial Trust
NW Natural Gas
Paci�c Birds Habitat Joint Venture
Port of Portland
REI Co-op
Sitka Technology Group
Sustainable Northwest Wood
The Nature Conservancy
Trust for Public Land
Tualatin Soil & Water Conservation District
Wilburforce Foundation
Wildwood | Mahonia
Wolf Water Resources

Supporters listed are from �scal year 2020

To see Willamette Partnership’s full �nancial report 
an IRS Form 990 is available upon request

1 in 3 
dollars WP raises goes 

to partner organizations

$447,652
Helping communities 

increase the use of 
natural infrastructure

$156,186
Building a business 
case for conservation 
on working lands

$535,810
Connecting health, 

nature, and 
community resilience
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$175,433
Emerging partnerships and 

organizational development

54%Other Grants

28%
Contract and 
Other Revenues

15%State/Federal Grants

3%
Contributions/ 
Donations

Tiny Trees Preschool has 
been our model of what an 
outdoor preschool in urban 
public parks can look like. They use 
outdoor classrooms to make a quality 
education full of play, exploration, 
and wonder accessible for all families. 
Tiny Trees has inspired, motivated, 
and taught me what is possible for 

young children outside. They’ve 
generously offered counsel and wisdom 
and even partnered with us on the 
Outdoor Preschool Equity Toolkit and 
Policy Action Framework. 

- Lynny Brown, Partner, Health & Nature

Working with the Klamath Tribes 
and other community partners to 
install a green schoolyard at 
Chiloquin Elementary School has 
been a bright spot this year. No 
matter the challenge – virtual 
classrooms, funding setbacks, 
wild�res – our partners brought out 
the best in each other and kept the 
project moving along. We're still on 
target for construction in 2021 and 
haven't missed a beat because of 
the incredible community, their 
bigheartedness, and their boundless 
dedication to making a healthy 
space for their kids.

- Barton Robison, 
  Partner, Health & Nature

I’m grateful for and 
inspired by all the 

community groups and 
local governments working 

on response and recovery in the 
watersheds hit by Oregon 
wild�res this fall. We’ve seen 
the North Santiam Watershed 
Council, The Freshwater Trust, 
Pure Water Partners, Rogue 
River Watershed Council, and 
all the cities and counties 
stepping up to meet the intense 
needs of families, communities, 
and the environment. We’re 
ready to work together for a 
resilient recovery! 

- Bobby Cochran, 
  Partner, Community 
  Resilience & Innovation

REVENUE 
BY SOURCE

Working with and learning from the Oregon Water Futures project 
team – Dr. Alaí Reyes-Santos and Cheyenne Holliday from the 
University of Oregon, Stacey Dalgaard from Oregon Environmental 
Council, and Taren Evans from Coalition of Communities of Color – 
has been a highlight of my year. The team works with community 
groups across the state to understand and lift up perspectives on water 
from rural Indigenous people and communities of color. In our initial 
phase of work, Alaí’s care, compassion, and curiosity as a facilitator, and 
the integrity with which she led our shift to virtual engagement, has 

resulted in incredibly deep and impactful conversations. We 
can’t wait to share the �rst product in early 2021! 

- Kristiana Teige Witherill, Partner, Natural Infrastructure

This year, I’ve had the good fortune to work with the landowners, 
scientists, and policymakers who have come together as the SageCon 
Partnership to help build a future with healthy sage steppe ecosystems 
and thriving ranching communities in central and eastern Oregon. The 
SageCon partners bring incredible expertise, but also their optimism, 

patience, humor, and respect. They are eager to learn, to try new 
things, and to bust out of the traditional and siloed approach 
to resource management to build scalable, durable solutions. 
It’s been inspiring to watch and be a part of.

        - Nicole Maness, Partner, Resilient Habitat

The Willamette Partnership team of partners you see above is our 
motivation for coming to our screens every morning. Our job is to provide 
collaborative support and leadership to our colleagues who specialize 
in playing that very role for others. This sets a pretty high bar for 
us as we work to make sure WP stays a reliable and impactful 
collaborative partner for everyone we work with. The passion, 
expertise, integrity, and commitment that our team brings every 
day is a continual source of inspiration.

- Erin Legg, Partner, Finance & Operations
  Emily Irish, Partner, Communications
  Sara O’Brien, Executive Director
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https://ethnicstudies.uoregon.edu/profile/alai/
https://oeconline.org/cleanwater/
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https://tinytrees.org/
https://willamettepartnership.org/outdoor-preschool-equity-toolkit/
http://northsantiam.org/
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https://www.thefreshwatertrust.org/
http://www.eweb.org/community-and-environment/mckenzie-watershed-protection/landowner-assistance-programs/pure-water-partners
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https://www.rogueriverwc.org/
https://klamathtribes.org/
https://www.healthandoutdoors.org/chiloquin
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