
Due to concerns related to the Coronavirus, this internship will likely be conducted completely remotely (the

Willamette Partnership team currently works remotely.)

Fellowship Title: Research Fellow - Nature Play & Harper’s Playground

Name of organization: Willamette Partnership

Type of organization: Nonprofit

Organization mission: To increase the pace, scope, and effectiveness of restoration and conservation to create

benefits for both natural and human communities.

Link to organization’s website: www.willamettepartnership.org

Internship location: Remote - Willamette Partnership’s physical office is located at 4640 S Macadam, Portland

97239

Internship Description:

Willamette Partnership is looking for a part-time summer research fellow to answer Harper’s Playground research question: Is

the model for Harper’s radically inclusive natural playgrounds a better long-term investment for people and the environment

than the current and more common playground model? To answer this question, the fellow will conduct an analysis (e.g., Life

Cycle Assessment (LCA), Benefit-Cost Analysis, or something similar) for Harper’s Playground and a comparably-sized

playground.

The work will include defining the goal and scope of the project, creating a life cycle inventory, conducting an impact

assessment, and interpreting results. The assessment should also incorporate methods for evaluating community health and

wellness benefits such as 1)  sourcing local products and employment; and 2) the value of health benefits from green

infrastructure and inclusive play environments; and 3) the value of radical inclusiveness and belonging.

Harper’s Playground inspires vital communities by creating inviting playgrounds for people of all abilities. They are building

the environmental and economic case for their playground model to show that it is good for people, communities, and the

planet.

Primary responsibilities, duties, and special projects:

● Work closely with WP and Harper’s Playground staff to define the goal and scope of analyzing the benefits
of nature play areas

● Conduct a preliminary literature review of LCA and other similar frameworks that best fit the project, and of
any LCAs and benefit-cost analyses completed for playgrounds. The literature review should also look for
quantification methods to assess the psychological impact of inclusivity and belonging (eg. Social Return on
Investment  or other).

● Synthesize recommended frameworks into a methods section
● Collect data for life cycle inventory, conduct an impact assessment, and interpret results
● Draft white paper providing a synthesis of above
● Presentation of results to WP staff and Harper’s Playground
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http://www.willamettepartnership.org
https://ecochain.com/knowledge/life-cycle-assessment-lca-guide/
https://ecochain.com/knowledge/life-cycle-assessment-lca-guide/
https://www.econlib.org/library/Enc/BenefitCostAnalysis.html
https://www.harpersplayground.org/


Additional responsibilities may include: Phone interviews for data collection with businesses, community
members, or urban planners

Learning outcomes: Fellow will get first-hand experience at conducting analysis for a small nonprofit. It is also an
opportunity to connect with non-profit staff working at the intersection of regenerative economies, urban
planning, green infrastructure, and accessibility.

Required skills and experience: Good analytical skills (e.g., familiarity with Life Cycle Assessments, benefit cost
analysis, or similar methods); enjoy research and feel confident in looking up and synthesizing information and best
practices; excellent analytical writing and communication skills

Preferred student level and/or major: We are seeking a graduate student but are open to program or

specialization. An ideal candidate will have experience conducting a Life Cycle Assessment, benefit-cost analysis, or

similar framework.

Duration of fellowship: 10 weeks during spring term 2021 (April - July 2021)

Desired start date: April 15, 2021 (or as soon as possible)

Time Commitment per week: 10 hours/week

Application Deadline: Review of applications will begin immediately. Priority application deadline is April 8, 2021.
(Applications will continue to be accepted until the position is filled).

Compensation: $2300 ($23/hr x 100 hours)

Application Instructions: Please send a resume and cover letter to lynny@willamettepartnership.org. The cover
letter will also serve as your writing sample. Applications will be accepted until the position is filled.

International students at Portland State University may be able to apply through the Student Sustainability Service
Learning Award. To confirm that you meet those requirements, please email your full name and student ID
to vancem@pdx.edu. If you are an international student and you are selected for this award, you will need to
register for CPT. ttps://www.pdx.edu/international-students/f-1-curricular-practical-training-cpt

Willamette Partnership is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer and welcomes applications from
diverse candidates and candidates who support diversity. Qualified candidates from underrepresented
backgrounds are strongly encouraged to apply.
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mailto:internships@pdx.edu
https://www.pdx.edu/international-students/f-1-curricular-practical-training-cpt

